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It is fitting that Andre Gushurst-
Moore’s book The Common Mind was 
published in 2013, as this is the 60th 
anniversary year of Russell Kirk’s      
The Conservative Mind. In this wonderful 
book the author traces the “common 
mind” in a historical fashion similar to 
Kirk’s approach, with essays on  
important Christian 
Humanists. And what is 
this “mind” these writers 
spanning centuries share? 
The author claims it is 
the force of integration in 
a world that has been on 
the fast track towards 
fragmentation since the 
Renaissance. As G.K. 
Chesterton pointed out, 
the common mind is not 
a mob mentality, but 
rather “the mind of all 
the artists and heroes; or 
else it would not be common. Plato 
had the common mind; Dante had the 
common mind.... Commonness means 
the quality common to the saint and 
the sinner, the philosopher and the 
fool.” The legacy of Christian 
Humanism is one of thinkers who 
sought to renew the “discarded image” 
of the medieval world in their current 
time and place through resistance to 
disintegration, demonstrating that 
when men of letters who uphold the 
common mind are absent from a 

culture, the state gradually moves in to 
fill their place. In addition to providing 
a lineage of literary humanists up to 
Russell Kirk, Gushurst-Moore touches 
on a number of topics that highlight 
the extremes in opposition to 
Christian Humanism today, especially 
in Europe: secular liberalism and 

Islamic fundamentalism. 
Yet despite these forces 
and the further 
mechanization of human 
life, Gushurst-Moore 
assures us Christianity is 
nothing if not a faith of 
hope. Just as Russell Kirk 
always insisted, 
cheerfulness will keep 
breaking into the bleakest 
circumstances. The 
Common Mind 
demonstrates that the 
Christian Humanist vision 

is a tenacious one, where life is always 
“worth living, in accordance with 
created nature, and a home where 
family, affection and good company 
play their part in human flourishing, as 
persons and as a society...where law, 
order, and the right balance of the 
public and the private intensify the joy 
of living, with the promise of heaven as 
its completion.”    
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