
We are always delighted to welcome
here books from members of the
diocese.  Stephen Walford is a

parishioner and organist at Our Lady of the
Assumption, Hedge End, and he has produced
a striking book.  His main theme is the central

importance to Christian faith, hope and charity of the doctrine of
the Second Coming of Christ.  He shows how this has been
prophesied not only in the various apparitions of what he calls ‘the
Marian era’ but also in the utterances quite literally of one Pope
after another in the last century and a half.  The book is very well
produced, eloquent and well researched.  Its central point is very well
made, and it introduces the reader to a range of powerful material
that is not well known in the Church.  The author writes from what
most surely be regarded as a conservative perspective, but he
refreshingly, for example, presents Vatican 2 as a truly prophetic
Council.  Individual readers may have their points of disagreement
with some of the views expressed but no one can fail to learn from
this book or to have their faith in the coming Christ strengthened.

Tom Woodman

Heralds of the Second Coming:
Our Lady, the Divine Mercy and the Popes of the Marian Era

Stephen Walford, Angelico Press, USA,
paperback, 228 pages, 2013, £10.95
(obtainable Amazon UK and shortly
from Cathedral Discovery shop)This short book by a well-known

Protestant pastor comes with an
eloquent commendat ion by

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York.
Although, as we might expect, it is
conservative in its social teaching, it
manages to avoid any note of condem-
nation for particular individuals who
fail to live up to the standards
expressed.  At first what it has to say
about why children mat ter seems

rather obvious, but the book has a dignity and a wisdom that
grows on the reader.  I would have liked to have known about
it when my own children were younger.  I found especially
timely for our society the warning that we can easily get into
the habit of giving our children material possessions and
surrendering to their whims instead of giving them the time
and attention that they so desperately need from us.

Tom Woodman
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Why Children Matter

Johann Christoph Arnold, Plough Publishing, paperback,
150 pages, 2012 House 2012. £6.30

Ibought this book recent ly at the
Cathedral Discovery Centre and,
although it was published some years

ago, it is still in print and still timely as it
is the kind of book that can really
transform the way we  look at things.   I
think many Catholics have trouble now in
thinking about the afterlife.  The old literal
accounts that we were given may not seem
to make as much sense as they once did
(witness the last Pope’s downgrading of
limbo).  The Church still disciplines us to

think of death sometimes, but the secular culture we live in both
sensationalises the subject and denies it at the same time.  We
have to be careful we don’t drift into the prevailing agnosticism.  

The author of this book is a Russian Orthodox laywoman, and, not
for the first time, she succeeds in illuminating our own Catholic
faith from her different perspective.  She  seems to have the

experience and the wisdom of mystical prayer behind what she
says - not mystical in the sense of ‘visions’ but in the sense of a
knowledge that comes from contemplation.  She is clear that we
can never in this life know the details of what awaits us, because
our finite and time-bound minds cannot grasp what it is to live
in the infinite and eternal life of God: ‘What we are preparing for
is bigger and of a different order, of wholly different standards
and values, from that which we know now’ (p.26).  Heaven, she
says, is ‘not a place, but a reality we are becoming’.  In other words
eternal life is simply the life of God, which we are invited to share
in now.  As we become more and more alive with Jesus’ life we
are ‘divinised’, as the Orthodox say.  The process finds ultimate
fulfilment in an eternity where death has no
meaning and we and those we love live a life of
glory in God that we cannot even begin to
imagine here.

Tom Woodman

Door to Eternity

Irma Zaleski, Novalis, paperback, 108 pages, 2001. £7.50
(obtainable Cathedral Discovery Centre and Amazon)
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